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Abstract

Palestinian society has lived through several historical crises over successive
decades, including political and economic ones, and recently and since the
beginning of January 2020, Palestinians have been living exceptional health
conditions due to the spread of the Corona pandemic, which has been reflected and
affected in various aspects of life, as Al-Bashir (2020) sees, the Corona pandemic
came to make the historical event It produces a new social reality for it, to challenge
ideas and beliefs and impose a set of new rules, as it changed several paths at the
same time; Therefore, this study aims to delve into the lived life experience and
understand how individuals practice methods of societal confrontation and adapt to
the variables imposed on them during the crisis and frame them in the context of
the colonial Palestinian society. , we resort to a critical libertarian social psychology
appropriate to the environment of Palestinian society within the system of the

colonial context.

| used three qualitative tools: observation, in-depth interviews, and focus groups. |
collected observations over three years on a continuous basis. The in-depth
interviews tool was used for a sample of eight respondents from the Jerusalemite
community; To allow them to talk extensively about their experiences and add their
meanings that they experienced during the Corona pandemic, which has continued
since the beginning of 2020. In addition to using the methodology of the focus
group of twenty teachers inside the school where | work in Jerusalem to study the
impact and influence at the group level and link it to the context of the studied

community.

The study resulted in deep understanding of the impact of the epidemic on the world
in general and the Palestinian people in particular. Part of the research focuses on
the societal psychological consequences of the epidemic, especially with regard to
psychological well-being and resilience. The discussion of the crisis is at the

societal level, with regard to social policies and approaches to crisis management



and the impact of the pandemic on social solidarity and cohesion. The role of culture
and lifestyles was combined in a sociological framework that takes into account the
colonial context, memories of the Nakba, and the ongoing colonial practices to
which the Palestinian people are exposed. Everyone expressed the effects of the
Corona pandemic on their lives, the impact appeared on academic life in terms of
the loss of the value of education and the pressures experienced by students and
their families due to the interruption of education, which consequently affected low
achievement, and social life in terms of physical and social distance and the practice
of obsessive behaviors during the pandemic between individuals, which, after
returning to the daily routine, directly affected the loss of actual social contact, and
its replacement with the virtual world. The vaccination experience also has a great
impact on the division between supporters and opponents, between fearful and
supportive, between recipient and refusal to receive vaccination and between forced
to issue a green card to be able to continue work or to issue a permit, as Foucault
(1975) mentioned in his book “Monitoring and Punishment” The spread of the
epidemic is the dream of the rulers to develop perfect disciplinary schemes that is,
through orders and laws, actions are legally and constitutionally legitimate. The
Corona crisis also contributed to highlighting the effects on economic life and
promoting the culture of supplies, which was highlighted by colonialism. One of
the most important findings of my study is that people treat the virus as if it were
an occupier, and this contributed to raising the people’s resistance to government
closures, as they are accustomed to resisting closures as a tactic of continuous

confrontation - such as uprisings.
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